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How did Mecklenburg County Residents experience the American

Revolution?

Residents of Mecklenbur@ounty, North Carolinaand surrounding counties participaiadhe American
Revolution.Somewereimportantleaderson the state ancontinentalevels. Many more served thegountry as
Continentakoldiersand militiamen What was it like to live at that timia Mecklenburg Countandfollow the
unfolding events®hat happened i@harlotteand what was the news about Mecklenburg residents deployed
elsewhereMere is a timelin®f significantlocal events or activities of locaésidents

Since research in this subject is ongoithgs document insesta citation to authenticateachassertiorwhich more
closely links it to its source thandirectfootnotes.

1750s71760s

Beforethe Revolutionary War, ost residents of Mecklenburg County were Scétdh Presbyteriaswho had
emigratedrom Pennsylvania during 1740770. Earlier, they or their parengsnigratedrom Ulster, IrelandIn the

part of Bladen, later Anson, County that became Rowan, Mecklenburg, Iredell, and Cabarrus Countiekjsbcotch
Presbyteriansrganized the following 12hurchesC a t h E7476Rocky Riveabout 1750, Third Creek751,

Coddle Creeld 753, Sugar Creek755, Steele Creek760, Hopewelll762, Poplar Tert764, Fourth Creek764,
Centrel765, Providenc&767, and Clear Creelk’70. Of these, 7 originated in Mecklenburg Couitythe and
Brockmann 1961, 195Lentre Church was organized in Mecklenburg County but moved to Rowan County, now
Iredell CountyPoplar Tent and Rocky River Churches are now in Cabarrus Céubtyo ut 1777, Cat heyds
Presbyterian Church was renamed Thyatira Presbyterian Churtr80, Clear Creek Presbyterian Church was
renamed Philadelphia Presbyterian Chuinhl924,Sugar Creek Presbyterian Creek Church was renamed Sugaw
Creek Presbyterian Chur¢hcGeachy 1954)

Suga [Sugaw]Creek Presbyterian Church and Academy

About 1750 Thomas Pollkvasanoriginal settler in the area now known asa@otte.At that time, this area was in
Anson CountyNorth Carolina Polkwas a srveyor of the Granville ine (J. H. Williams 20102017) He



represented this area in the North Carolina General Assdthbtly Williams 20102017) In 1763, he built a

courthouse and jail as the minimum requirement for a new county. Polk nammesltlveunty seaCharlottein )
Mecklenburg Countyn honor of the new Queen Charloftem MecklenburgStrelitz[ pr onounltsgad St r Uy
German principalityln 1768, the General Assembly peda lav creating Mecklenburg County witCharlotte as

its courthousé€Preyer 1987, 63)

22 May 1767

North Carolina colonial governor William Trygrassed through Charlotte on the way to negotiate a boundary treaty
with Cherokee chied u d 6 s of thd TggerdRiver in South Caroli@lCCR 1886, VI1:9911008)(Davidson

1951, 22)Lieutenant Colonel Moses Alexandeymmanded the Mecklenburg County militia. He and some of his
men accompanied Governor Try(freyer 1987, 54)Also, Lieutenant William Lee Davidsdrom Rowan County
militia participatedDavidson 1951, 22)rhomas Polknay have participat (J. H. Williams 20102017)

1769

Mecklenburg County lantb the west of Catawba Rivbecame Tryon Countyt comprised presefttay Lincoln,
Gaston, Clevelandind Rutherfor@ounties ThenMecklenburg County included what are presdsy
Mecklenburg, Union, and Cabarrus counties.

177071772

January 1771

In January 1771, Thomas PpMatthew Locke Griffith Rutherford and others were appointed by the North
Carolina General Assembly ttefinethe boundary line between Mecklenburg and Rowan Countieasthtise
living in the area were certain of where they owed taxes. Later, these men became importan{Neatters.
Carolina General Assembly 1770771, 23:787849). Polk was elected and served in theneralAssembly in
1766 1768,1769, 1770, 1771, 1773 and 1784 H. Williams 20102017) Sessions were typically two months of
each year.

A college in the backcountry was the inspiration of two educated and capable indivitkzekiah Alexandeand
Waightstill Avery. Colonial North Carolina Governor Josiah Marsimpported an application for a charter from the
government in London. In 1771, the North Carolina General AssechiblyeredQueens Collega Charlotte.

Whereas the proper education of Youth &gys been considered as the most certain source of
tranquility, happiness and i mprovement both of priwv
rising generation may repair, after having acquired at a Grammar School a competent knowledge

ofthe Greek Hebrew and Latin Languages é to obtain é a r
whereas several Grammar schools have been long taught in the western parts of this Government

€ Be it enacted é founding establiehiTog(haged endowin
H. Williams 20102017)

The application stated that the college president must be Anglican, but the 3 or less teachers need not be.

In 1771, Polk aligned with North Carolina Governor William Tryon againsRéngulatorgPreyer 1987, 5466). In
1772, he was a commissioner responsible for surveying the extended boundary line between the two Carolinas
(NCCR 1886, 1X:302)Since 1772, land ttheimmediate south included the Catawba Indian Nadiom 15mile
square, and the New Acquisition Distripresentday Lancaster and York couesi(Salley 1929, 29jDavis 1942)
(Pettus 2005hb)

1773

28 June 1773

The British governmerdenied theQueens Collegeharer, fearingt would encourage Presbyterian dissention
(NCCR 1886, 1X:665)The decision was unworkable since no Anglican teachers were avdilahktheless, as the
only school availablef continued operationnder the nam@ueens Museunit was constructed south of the
courthouse at the presetfly southeast corner of Tryon and Third Street, now occupi@avbyWells Fargo Center



building. It was the first college south of tG@ellege ofwilliam & Mary in Virginia. Doctor Ephraim Brevardaught
science and medicine. It had approximatels&@ents(Preyer 1987, 70/ 2).

Opposite sides of Liberty Hall Monument
Trustees listed include Isaac Alexander, Thomas Polk, Abraham Alexander,
Ephraim Brevard, and John McKnitt Alexander.

Liberty Hall ChapterDaughters of the American Revolution monument, 1913.

1774

18 October 1774
Based on the recommendation of the First Continental Congress, Mecklenburg County formed a Committee of
PublicSafety Thomas Polland Hezekiah Alexandevere elected member@®reyer 1987, 94)

1775

19720 May 1775

When news arrived of British soldiers firing &mericans at Lexington and Concord, Massactisisprominent
Mecklenburg citizensllegedlymet at the courthouse and composedMieeklenburg Declaration of Independence
andread to the public the next dayowever, a declaration requires publicatiget therewasno known
contemporaneous newspaper articlemginal source documettiat mentios this event(Salley 1907)Preyer

1987, 9798) (Syfert2013)



Bronze Plaque at Tryon Street and Trade Street, Charlotte.

31 May 1775
The Mecklenburg Committee of Safetyetandcomposed th&lecklenburg Resolve$his actwas reported in
regional newspape(®reyer 1987, 908) (Syfert 2013)

Mecklenburg Resolves, righthand column,
South Carolina Gazette and Country Jourrd June 1775
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Backcountry Patriot
Representation diezekah Alexander
Signer of both Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence and Mecklenburg Resolves
Sculpged by DavidDowdy, 2001.

1 Junezduly 1775
Charlotte resident Captain James Jeankied the Mecklenburg Declaration and Resolves to the North Carolina

delegates at the Continental Congress in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. His passage was recorded in Salisbury and
Salem.

Spirit of Mecklenbug N
Representation of Captain James Jack
Sculpted by Chas Fagan, 2010.

30 June 1775
Royal North Carolina Governor Josiah Margixplicitly referenced the Mecklenburg Resolvesim

correspondence wittilliam Legge Earl of Dartmouth:



The Resolves of the Committee of Mecklenburgh, which your Lordship will find in the enclosed
Newspaper, surpass all the horrid and treasonable publications that the inflayrspatits of this
Continent have yet produced, and your Lordship may depend its Authors and Abettors will not
escape my due notice, whenever my hands are sufficiently strengthened to attempt the recovery of
the lost authority of Government. A copy of tadResolves | am informed were sent off by

express to the Congress at Philadelphia as soon as they were passed in the C¢Matriitee.

1775 in NCCR 1886, X:48)

Martin mentioned the Mecklenburg &eves in two other known correspondences. Since he never mentioned the
more extreme declaration, either it did not exist or it was a declaration that was not declared.

14 August 1775
Tryon County residents composed frgon County Resolveghichincluded a loyalty oath that all residents were
to sign.(Griffin 1937, 17)

20 Augustz10 September 1775

During 20August 10 September 1775, Thomas Pallas a delegate to the North Carolina Provincial Congress
(NCCR 1886, X:165)0On9 September 177%ewas promogd to colonel and commander of the Mecklenburg
County Militia.

Late 1775
Revered Alexander McWhorteand Elihu Spencapured North Carolinéoyalist settlemeistattempting to gain
their support for the American cauggussek 20112014)

November zDecember 1775

Mecklenburg and Rowan countigslitias joined South Carolinaroops in the campaign against Selites loyalists

near Ninety SixSouth CarolinaThe leaders were Colonels Thomas P@lkffith Rutherford and Richard Caswell

(Preyer 1987, 113Yhe South Carolina and American General Gazétte sue of February 1776 r e
young ladies of the best families of Mecklenburg County, North Cardiave entered into a voluntary association

that they will not receive the addresses of any young gentlemen of that place, except the brave volunteers who
served in the expedition to South Car oBdcaiseofaaaend assi st «
two-foot snow, it became knowrs ¢he fiSnow Campaigin(Hunter 1877, 113William Polk, son of Colonel

Thomas Polkwas an officer in a South Carolina regiment. He was wounded in a skiffashin Hoyt 1914, 403)

(Rankin 1971, 23)

1776

February 1776

Local militiaswerecalled upagainto counter a Highlander Tory uprising in and around Cross Creek, pasent
FayettevilleNorth CarolinaColonel Thomas Polled the Mecklenbur@ounty mnilitia to Cross Creek arriving

there on 2ZebruaryMilitia Colonel Adam Alexandeis credited with quelling the February 1776 Highlander

uprising. He was probably among the Salisbury District Whigs under Lieutenant Calexahder Martinthat

occupied Cross Creekheloy al i st t hr eat di s s iByidgebatdeora2? Febrouaryilatct Mo or e & s
1969, 4445).

9 April 1776

The North CarolinaGeneral Assembly established six Continental Army regiments. Colonel Thomasd2olk
appointed ta&ommand the Fourth Regiment. Major William Lee Davida@s appointed his subordinate in the
same regimentRankin 1971, 63)

June 1776
P o | kobrth Regiment marched to Charlestown to defend against a threatened British invasibutfleas
ordered back towardsorth Carolinato guard the coast from British rai(lRankin 1971, 7677).



1776, James Rankin Alexander

In early 1776, James Rankin Alexandsn of Hezekiah Alexandewas a student at Nassau College, predant

PrincetonrUni ver sity. After the British captured New York Ci
of Maryland militia, called the AMaryland flying Camp, ¢
participated in Generdathanael Greelles evacuati on of Fort Lee to Trenton a
was discharged before the battle at Trenton on 26 December 1776. Durifid 187,6he studied medicine, and
thenreturnedthi s f at her 6s home i n Meckexandd Jamgs Rarkia, pansion Nor t h C
application 1833)

SeptemberzOctober 1776

Local mi | i ti ame n cangpaign aghinst tine CRetokeb ladiahso Thaly inarched as far as the extreme
western tip of presestay North Carolina(Hunter 1877, 113115) (Hunter 1877, 177(Preyer 1987, 118Hatley

1995, 194197). Hezekiah Alexandewas a commissary officer during the Cherokee camp®ggyer 1987, 118)

Late 1776
Thomas Pol kds Continent al regi ment assembled in Halifa:;

24 November z16 December 1776

Fifth Provincial Congresadopted the first North @alina Constitution This ended the Provincial Congress and
emergency Provincial Council along with all county committees of safety. The new constitution created a bicameral
legislature, the office of Governor, CouncilState, and judiciaryRankin 1959, 23)Hezekiah Alexandewas a
Mecklenburg County delegate in the Fifth Provincial Cong(@ssyer 1987, 130.35).

The North CarolingrovincialCongress also established the Brigade of Volunteeal South Carolina resist an
expected British invasion. The brigadasscommanded by Brigadier General Allen Joftdacluded two

battalions. The Second Battalion was commanded by Colonel Francis Locke. Its officers included local leaders
Captain James Jaelkd Captain Joseph Dicksaorhis brigade of volunteers was stationed in Camden, South
Carolina, until the threat of invasion paddn April 1777.

1777

May 1777

P o | hedgimentarrived atAlexandria,Virginia (Rankin 1971, 90)All soldiers weranoculated for smallpox

(Rankin 1971, 91ith the newly developed treatmehtttransferred pus from a nearly recovered smallpox victim

onto a healthy personds skin. This procedddmweeks, andave the |
afterwards, lifetime immunityAfterwards, theegimentmarched to Philadelphia to join General George
Washingtonés ar my.

9 May 1777
The North Carolina General Assembly authorized the continuatiQuote e n 6 s adlibesteHallAcademy

13 June 1777

In April 1777,Gilbert du MotierMar qui s de Lafayette, a ghe happtness o Antetica hi s w
is intimately connected with the happiness of all mankind; she is destihed¢®me the safe and venerable asylum

of virtue, of honesty, of tolerance, and quality and of peaceful lilidittafayette 1777 in Lafayette 183’ He and

Baron Johann DeKalkailed to America on the shifictoire. The destination was Charlestown, but its harbor was

blockaded I British warships. Consequently, on I3ne 1777, they disembarked on North Island off the coast of
Georgetown, nearpresetitay Pawl ey 6s | sl and. T h eJunerardtafier anniomtglony o Char |
trip, they arrived at Philadelphia on 2ily.

11 September 1777
ThomasPol kés regi ment partici (Rankiel®71a105 Br andywi ne Creek ba

Late September 1777

As British forces advanced on Philadelphia, a detachmévieoklenburg Continental soldiewas assigned the
task of transportingeavy baggage to Bethlehem, Pennsylvania

7



Col. Polkwas assigned to remove the heavy baggage from Philadelphia. This amounted to 200

men and 700 wagons containing also all of the brass bells of Philadelphia (to keep the British from

melting them down for cannon balls). Among these, of course was théH8tate Bell, later
know as the Liberty BellHe carried the baggage first to Trenton and then to Bethlehem Pa. The
arrival is recorded in the Moravian church records of Sept 23, 1777. The wagon with the State
House Bell broke down in ¢hmiddle of the street and they had to unload the bell. Highland
prisonergthose captured after ModieCreek Bridgeyvere moved olit further west and their
guarters were turned into a hospital. The wagons were unloaded and sent back to Phil@delphia.

H. Polk 1912)J. H. Williams 20102017)

4 October 1777
Pol kés regi ment

p ar t i.thonpaa PokvdswauhdeddRankimBOnlt 1d5md hibson t | e

William Polk wasbadly wounded itthejaw. (Polk in Hoyt 1914, 404jRankin 1971, 118)Thomas Polk exchanged
final words with mortally wounded Brigadier General Francis Nasmnander of the North Carolina Brigade

(Rankin 1971, 115)

Winter 1777 z1778

Colonel Thoma® o | kodrth Rgiment wintered at Valley Forg@A. (Rankin 1971, 138)

1778

29 May 1778

All North CarolinaContinental regimentaerereorganizedBefore the end of May, the North Carolina Fourth
Regiment returned to North Carolina and was disba(@edkin 1971, 147)

24 June 1778

From about 8:0&.M. to 12:00P.M., Carolinaresidets experienced a total solar eclip#s track ran along the
Carolina Piedmont adut 25miles south of and parallel to preselaty highway85. Totality was experienced within

50 miles on both sides of that track.
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26 June 1778
On 26June, Colonel Thomas Palikote General Washington from Mecklenburg County resigning his commission

May it please your Excellency:

Fromthe earliest Commencement of the present War, | have been actively engaged in the services
of my country. | embarqued in it at so early a season as rendered me not a little obnoxious to a
vast majority of the Province in which | lived. The timid, the Fdieof the established

Government, & the moderate, as they were called, at that Period composed the bulk of the
Inhabitant® by them was my forward zeal universally condemned. Thro' innumerable difficulties,
from opposition, & inconveniences to my privatéeirest, in the militia and regular service, |
continued my efforts for the public good, and doubted not, as | had done more of this kind for the
defence of the State than any other member of it, that | had deserved well of my Country; but as
soon as an opéng for promotion was made by the unhappy fall of Gen'l Nash, the power of a
party, overlooking the merit of these services, procured a recommendation in favour of a Junior
Officer. Such a flagrant demonstration of partiality and injurious preferendewidlledging a

single article of disqualification against me, has determined me no longer to serve my ungratefull
country in so painful and so hazardous a capacity.

I rejoice in the prosperity of my country, and am willing, on every occasion, to aid the
advancement of its Interests, but choose not to obtrude my services.

For these reasons | am constrained to offer your Excellency my Commission in the Army, and
humbly beg that you would kindly condescend to accept it.

| am, may it please your Excellency,

with the profoundest respect,

Your Excellency's most humble,

most obedient, and most devoted Servant,
THOMAS POLK.

Mecklenburg County, in the State of N. Carolina,

June 26, 1778.

His Excellency Gen'l Washington, Commander

in Chief of the Armies of the Uretl Stateg(Polk 1778 in NCSR 1895, XIII:451)). H. Williams
2010 2017)



22 November 1778
Student John Grahareceived a certificate from Liberty Hall Academy

John Grahamés cert i fNowmberel778Boyen200820b7e r t y Hal |l , 22

In 1846, the original certificate was held bghn Graham at Vesuvius Furnace, home of Brigadier General Joseph
Graham, in Lincoln County, North CarolifBoote 1846, 516)ts transcription is:

State of North Carolindyiecklenburg county.

This is to certify thatMr. John Graham hath been a student in the Academy of Liberty Hall in the
State and county above mentioned, the space of four years preceding the date hereof, that his
whole deportment during his residence there was perfectly regular; that he prosecstedibs

with diligence, and made such acquisitions both in the languages and scientific learning as gave
entire satisfaction to his teact@r And he is hereby recommended to the friendly notice and
regard of all lovers of Religion and Literature wherdwercomes. In testimony of which this is

given at Liberty Hall, this 22nd of November, 1778, and signed by

Isaac V. Alexander, President.
Ephraim Brevard,
Abraham Alexander, Trusteg$.oote 1846, 516)W. A. Graham 1904b, 18)

This certificate indicated that Queens Museum/Liberty Hall was active duringyeeer< 17741778.
1779

JanuaryzApril 1779
MecklenburgCountymilitamenweredrafted to support Major General Benjamin Linéblarmy inSouth Carolina
along the north bank of the Savannah Ritzekiah Alexandewas paymaster of the Mecklenbu@guntymilitia.

March 1779
Threats forced Reverend Alexander McWhorter to leave Newark, New JEiseyovedo Charlotte, North
Carolina, where hevas appointed President of Liberty Hall Acadefbyissek 20112014) In 1774, he hadreated

10



Newark AcademyMcWhorter was a personal acquaintance of General George Washington and had served as
chaplain to Major Ge rMctaghan 1878 Ma@MP9)Knox ds bri gade.

Reverend Alexander McWhorter
Painted by James Sharples, 1i7B&00.

April 1779

Tryon County was split and renamed Lincalmd Rutherforaounties after the two generals. The former county
included presendlay Lincoln, Gaston, and Cleveland counties.

20 June 1779
Major William Richardson Davigvas wounded ifstono Ferry battlesouth of Charlestowrgouth Carolina

1780

12 May 1780
Ameican forces defendingharlestowrsurrendered to Britisforces dter a 6 week siegéecklenburg surgeon

Ephraim Brevardvas captured with the American ford@seyer 1987, 165He probably attended to the many
soldiers who held on prisships.

18 May 1780

Lieutenant General Charles Lord Cornwallid a large army into the interior 8buth Carolinaand soon captured
CamdenSouth Carolina

11



Lieutenant Generaharles EarCornwallis
Painted by Thomas Gainsborough, 1783,
National Portrait Gallery, London.

29 May 1780

Lieutenant Colonel Banastre Tarlef@mommander of the British Legipnhasediown retreating Virginia

Continentakoldiersin the Waxhaws. TteeVirginians, under the command of Colonel Abraham Bufdirdt

offered battle, but soon tried to surrender. Of the\@Bginians, 113 are killed and another 150 woun{Earleton

1787, 31) Local ScotcHrish residents responded to treat and housavthended(Howe 1870, 538)DoctorJames

Rankin Alexanderson of Hezekiah Alexander, went to Old Waxhaw Presbyterian Chutodat soldiers

(Alexander, James Rankin, pension application 1.883)ospital waorganizedat Liberty Hall Academyn

Charlotte.The entire region was horrified by thecarngg@ on t he sl ogan méaimtaanioret ondés qua
cruelty.

31 May 1780
South Carolinaovernor John Rutledgarived at Charlotte as a refugee.

3 June 1780
Lieutenant Colonel Francis Lord Rawdorarched from Camden to the Waxhaws and threatened Mecklenburg
(Tarleton 87, 86)(Graham 1827 in W. A. Graham 1904b, 213)

8 June 1780

Brigadier General Griffith Rutherfor&¢ommandeof the North CarolinaVestern (Salisburyistrict militia, called

up the entire militia of about 800 merhey were harangued by Reverend Alexander McWh{@&eaham 1827 in

W. A. Graham 1904b, 212pn 12 June, thenarched to Mallard CreelVilliam Richardson Davievas
commissioned a major and appointed commandkrcaf militia cavalry.Davie was a 1776 graduate of the College
of New Jersey, now Princeton Universftyamilton and Battle 1®7, 5) He was active partisahased neakew
Providence where his uncle, William Richardsbad been minister of the Presbyterian Church ten years earlier
(Matthews 1967, 46Davie rased 65 cavalrymen that he egpgalusing much of his inheritangeélamilton and

Battle 1907, 7)AfterRawdon wi thdrew to Camden. Rutherfordébs rel eac
be called at any mome(Braham 1827 in W. A. Graham 1904b, 2{aunter 1877, 101jRobinson 1957, 42)
Rutherford moved to TuckasegEordon the Catawba River.

12



William Richardson Davie
Patriot Officer. North Carolina Governor 179899. Special envoy to France 172800.
Buried in Waxhaw Presbyterian Church cemetery.
Painted by John VanderLyn in Paris, France, 1800.

10z18 June 1780
About1000, LincolnCountyoy al i st s as s e mb |jednorth bf prBserday lonecalintorsNonthi | |
Carolina(Schenck 1890, 53)

18 June 1780

A detachment of the British Legion under Captaimi§tan Huckbo ur ned Wi I | i amoni Al Bssobnods
Creek near Catawba River. Hundred of South Carolina refugees, including Colonel Willisaagddithbled at

Tuckasege Ford. They selected fellow South Carolinian Colonel Thomas Sumter as their(léidde315, 7)

(Gregoriel931, 80) In Charlotte, Rutledge commissioned Suniberaisea regimentestablishe@sSouth Carolina

state troopgBass 1961, 54)

197220 June 1780

Rutherfordordered Colonel Francis Lockei t h 400 mi |l i ti amen from Rowan County
Mill . Rutherford also marched from Tuckasegeor d t owar d Ramsour é6s Mill . With Ru
Colonel William Lee DavidsanMajor William Richardson Davieand Colonel Thomas Sumtdiocke arrived first

and routed théoyalists before Rutherford arrive@Grahaml1827 in W. A. Graham 1904b, 2i12P7). Sumter was

authorized taonfiscate military equipment abandoriadtheloyalists(Hill 1815, 8)

25 June 1780

Sumtermarched through Charlotte Clems Brancltampground on the state line between North Carolina and
South Carolina in southern Mecklenburg Couill 1815, 8) Davie with 65 cavalrymen set up camp&ixhaw
Creek15 mile further soutfiDavie 1810 in Robinson 1976,.8) Mo st o f N&ih Cdradimanilitiarpdréusd
Rowan Couty loyalist who assembled under Colonel Samuel Bgtang the Yadkin River. Mecklenbuf@ounty
militiamen return to Tuckasegé&ord and are released to their home, at least temporarily.

13



SUMTER'S CAMP AT
CLEMS BRANCH

(Continued from other side)

In June 1780 Col. Thomas Sumter's
troops were among the few organized |
Patriot units in S.C. The camp at
Clems Branch gave him a strategic
Iocation, water, and forage while

~_ reinforcements joined him in late
‘ Sumter's troop

South Carolindistorical rker, erected March 2007

4 July 1780
S u mt man ieved from Clems Branch to Nation FordCatawba RivefBass 1961, 58)

12 July 1780
Part of Sumter éds men, naetnt aecrkceadmpaendd adte fWirdalprdsentiayocrkddss P11 an
Brattonsville,South Carolina(Hill 1815, 9)

17719 July 1780

Sumterjoined Davie at Waxhaw CreefGraham 1827 in W. A. Graham 1904b, 283)egorie 1931, 86)The next
day, Sumter moved cdctorBlar pé p 0 & éCppHa@nd82%&ib W.dAnGraham1904b,
233 234). The next day, pon threat of Britishattack, Sumtemoved back to Waxhaw Creek and with Davie
prepared a ambush on both sides of the cf@e&kham 1827 in W. A. Graham 1904b, 234)

19721 July 1780

About19J ul y, from Salisbury, Rutherford orlaoydistlerdesDavi dson |
assembl ed at @lheteshe Rodky Rivgoird Pae Bee RivdlGraham 1827 in W. A. Graham 1904b,

2301 232). (The Yadkin becomes the Pee Dee below the mouth of Uwharrie River). Quty2 Davidsorrouted

B r y adaydlists, but he was severely wounded in the abdomen and returned to his home to recover. Rutherford

joined his troops and pursued flogalists who crossed the Pee Dee to the east diddoyalists evaded and

reached the saf gReyimentfatChimagvAr t hur 6s 71

20 July 1780

Sumter moved 5 milesnorth to Clems Brancand temporarily dismissed his mgBraham 1827 in W. A. Graham
1904b, 235)Davie madea daring ambush at Flat Rotdehind British camp at Hanging Rod#e was joined by
CaptainWilliam Polk. (Davie 1810 in Robinson 1976, 9)

21 July 1780

25 July 1780
From Clems BranctSumterrecalled his mefGraham 1827 in W. A. Graham 1904b, 235)

28 July 1780

Sumter hd sufficient men to begin a march to Rocky Mo(@taham 1827 in W. A. aham 1904b, 23650me
MecklenburgCountymilitiamen who lived close to Clems Branch joined Surfiet 1850a) but the main militia
under Colonel Robert Irwin did not arrive in time to accompany SufAtiair 1832 in Draper 1873, VV:10:16)
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(Graham 1827 in W. A. Graham 1904b, 23IHese eyewitness recollections are more credible thaniDa 6 s
recollection that Irwin did accompany Sum(Bravie 1810 in Robinson 1976, 11)

31 July 1780

Sumted menattacled Rocky Mount just south of Great FallSouth CarolingSumter 1780 in NCSR 1895,
XIV:540) (Davie 1810 in Robinson 19761) (Hill 1815, 11)(Graham 1827 in W. A. Graham 1904b, 236)
(Gregorie 1931, 87Alexander Haynesa young Mecklenbur@ountymilitiaman, while peeking behind a rock
during the battle at Rocky Mount had an eye shot out and his cheek badly disfElleeii850a) Nonetheless, &
lived to be an old maWhite 1871 in Stinson in Draper 1873, VV:11:292pable to force the fort to surrender,
Sumter et ur ned t o Lhaen dwbass H ooridiMectlerbuygCountymilitia @Gsham 1827 in W.
A. Graham 1904b, 237Adair 1832 in Draper 1873, VV:10:16)

6 August 1780

Rutherford including Rowan County militiamenJl under Major General Richard CaswétirmerNorth Carolina
Governor, joired Major General Horatio Gatesarching towads British occupied Camde8puth Carolina
(Caswell 1780)

|

Major General Heatio Gates
Painted by Charles Willson Peale, 1782.

576 August 1780
MecklenburgCountymilitiamen under Colonel Robert IrwisndDaviejoined Sumteandmarched to Hanging
Rock to engage and defeat a large British cé®ymter 1780 in NCSR 1895, XIV:5842)(Tarleton 1787, 94)

1810

(Davie 1810 in Robinson 1976, 13mong the British were Rowan County loyalists under Colonel Samuel Bryan

In this battle, Colonel William Hillvas injured(Hill 1815, 13)as well as Thomas Spratinior, son of the first
settler in the Charlotte area

Mid August 1780

Jane Brown1767 1858, a 13yearold resident of Chester County, South Carolina, visited the hospital at Liberty
Hall in Charlotte. After her 1790 marriage to Joseph Gaston, she was referred to as Jane Gaston. About 1850, she

recalled this visit to author Elizabeth Fries Lummis Ellet who wrote:

The hospital being not fardm the house of Mr. Hayne3ane Brown went frequently, with

others, to see the wounded soldiers. Many of the wounded of Beaufort [Buford] where there, and
disabled men from the battles of Rocky Mount and Hanging Rock were tyinglé loghouses,

upon boards covered with straw, and laid across the sleepers for their-ptstiegThe subject of

this notice remembers seeing the soldiers there, maimed and suffering, some having but one arm,
some having lost a leg, and some deptigéboth arms, or both legs. She heard them laughing

and joking with one another and her attention was particularly attracted to one who had lost both
arms, and was threatening to knock down a fekoifferer. It was common thus to see
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cheerfulness mani$ted in the midst of misfortune, by these martyrs to liberty. Mrs. Gaston also
remembers well having seen there her neighbors, Henry Bishop and the gallant John McClure
both severely woundegEllet 1850a)

13 August 1780
Gatesand Caswelt a mped at R Udgnidges rmogthtokCartiiet)riknown tothem Cornwallis arrived in
Camden and plannedcounteroffensive

15 August 1780

Sumterwith attached Mecklenbur@ountymilitia moved down the west bank of the Catawba and Wateree River.
At Fort Cary opposite Camdenhey capturd a large convoy of supplies. With prisoners, they reverse marched.
(Bass 1961, 78)

16 August 1780

During the night of 1616 August, Gatesnarched the American Army fromRegey 6 s Mi | I t o secur e f
position at Saund e rCorawallmarehéchorth®isurpnide Gadmeny. BatH nyet othe

road north of Camden. Gates was defefifedieton 1787, 105L09). Baron Johann DeKalwas killed.Rutherford

was capturedcat es with a small guard arrived in Charlotte abc
house and continued on$alisbury(Graham 1827 in W. A. Graham 1904b, 243)

17 August 1780
At noon, 300400 militiamenretreatingfromGa t e s 6 appearédanaCharlotte. Later in the day, many more
soldiers arrivedGraham 1827 in W. A. Graham 1904b, 243)

18 August 1780

Tarletonc a u g ht 8an neard-ishing Creek and totally disperses them. Sastaped t€harlotte(Davie
1810 in Robinson 1976, 2ut Sumtesoon raisednotherlarge forceg({Cornwallis 1780 in NCSR 1895, XV:272)
andrelocatedtd i g g e r Gnew uRderLakg Wylie.

19 August 1780

Major General William Smallwoodrrived in Charlotte. He organized the soldiers who had retreated¥@rh e s 6
Defeat Most continued on to Salisbury towards Hillsboroudghjor Anderson of the Maryland Thirdegiment
remained in Charlottabout 12 days. Heollected about 60 momenbefore marching nortlifGraham 1827 in W.

A. Graham 1904b, 244)

20 August 1780
During the commencement ceremonyLdferty Hall AcademyPresident Reverend Alexander McWhorter
exhortedthe older students twuspend their studies ajadn the militia(Preyer 1987, 153)

Late August 1780
About 400 Mecklenburgnd Rowamilitiamen assemble at McAlpine Cregikobably neathe presentdayOld
Providence Road crossifi@raham 1827 in W. A. Graham 1904b, 248)aham later wrote:

Colonel Irwin selected a position seven or eight miles southeast of Charlotte, between the two
roadstadt | ead to Camden from that pl aGreham®Ba/d encamped
in W. A. Graham 1904b, 246)

That location was probably near the presday Old Providence Road bridge owcAlpine Creek.
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Probable American Campsite on McAlpine Creek

31 August 1780
The spirited response of the Mecklenb@aguntyand RowarCountymilitiamen encouraged GovernAbnerNash
to write Major General Jethro Sumreet R a ms eryDeap RiVEr dnl&eptember:

The Western Counties are now high spirited, and things there wear a good countenance;
500Virginia regulars will be here [Hillsborough] in a day or two, and nothing is wanting but the
countenance of your brigade to give life and spirit to our affairs; so let me beg of you, sir, to march
on, surmounting and despising all difficulties. Appoint a comanisgourself(Nash 1780 in

NCSR 1895, XIV:771)

At Ramseyds Mill, poedGwnoen. Robert Williams

We continued on until we joined the remains of the defeategy ariRamsey Mills on Deep River

in this State then under the command of General Jethro Sumner who was a Brigadier in the
Continental line. James Cole Montflorence was his aid. He gave me an appointment of Surgeon
General which | went and returned becausa$ young and there was several surgeons on the
Continental establishment who had been several years in service. He then gave me an appointment
as surgeon to the army as he said the Doctors he believed that were there were inattentive to their
duty and sme of them drank har@Williams 1832 in Draper 1873, VV:10:19Qilliams,

Robert, pension application 1832)

6 September 1780

North CarolinaGeneral Assebly fi e s t a b Board ¢f Walfor ¢he more effectually and expeditiously calling

forth the powers and r esour ce(¥.AoGrahamhl804ls 38aThaeasaPgllai nst a
wasappointed, but he declinei.h e Board of War qui overpbowersiamdimicpomahagech e gov e
the war(J. H. Williams 20102017) Governor Abner Nash complaindelolk served as Continental Army

Commissary Officer.

7712 September 1780

Cornwallisadvanced from Camden to Waxhaw Creek. His large army camped Maj or Robert Cr awfor
plantationfor 12 daygMoney 1780, 7 SedStedman 1794, 2:215pavie withdrew to New Providence probahly

Six Mile Creek on Providence Road, to the front of Davidmeet Sumner at McAlpine CreéRavie 1810 in

Robinson 1976, 21)

Graham | at err ewrioteed, bfeDeowiee t hem [t he British] until nea
Cr e gGrah@am 1827 in W. A. Graham 1904b,249) The i nf erence i s that Daviebs ¢
Davidsonds camp and that Davie was c¢| os e Countymilitialate ene my
Mc Al pine Creek, remembered the camps relative position:
his many horses, Davie was probably at either Four Mile Creek or Six Mile Creek.
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