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How did  Mecklenburg County Residents experience  the American 
Revolution?  
Residents of Mecklenburg County, North Carolina, and surrounding counties participated in the American 

Revolution. Some were important leaders on the state and continental levels. Many more served their country as 

Continental soldiers and militiamen. What was it like to live at that time in Mecklenburg County and follow the 

unfolding events? What happened in Charlotte and what was the news about Mecklenburg residents deployed 

elsewhere? Here is a timeline of significant local events or activities of local residents. 

Since research in this subject is ongoing, this document inserts a citation to authenticate each assertion which more 

closely links it to its source than indirect footnotes. 

1750sɀ1760s 
Before the Revolutionary War, most residents of Mecklenburg County were Scotch-Irish Presbyterians who had 

emigrated from Pennsylvania during 1740ï1770. Earlier, they or their parents emigrated from Ulster, Ireland. In the 

part of Bladen, later Anson, County that became Rowan, Mecklenburg, Iredell, and Cabarrus Counties, Scotch-Irish 

Presbyterians organized the following 12 churches: Catheyôs 1747, Rocky River about 1750, Third Creek 1751, 

Coddle Creek 1753, Sugar Creek 1755, Steele Creek 1760, Hopewell 1762, Poplar Tent 1764, Fourth Creek 1764, 

Centre 1765, Providence 1767, and Clear Creek 1770. Of these, 7 originated in Mecklenburg County (Blythe and 

Brockmann 1961, 195). Centre Church was organized in Mecklenburg County but moved to Rowan County, now 

Iredell County. Poplar Tent and Rocky River Churches are now in Cabarrus County. About 1777, Catheyôs 

Presbyterian Church was renamed Thyatira Presbyterian Church. In 1780, Clear Creek Presbyterian Church was 

renamed Philadelphia Presbyterian Church. In 1924, Sugar Creek Presbyterian Creek Church was renamed Sugaw 

Creek Presbyterian Church (McGeachy 1954). 

  

Sugar [Sugaw] Creek Presbyterian Church and Academy 

About 1750, Thomas Polk was an original settler in the area now known as Charlotte. At that time, this area was in 

Anson County, North Carolina. Polk was a surveyor of the Granville Line (J. H. Williams 2010ï2017). He 
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represented this area in the North Carolina General Assembly (J. H. Williams 2010ï2017). In 1763, he built a 

courthouse and jail as the minimum requirement for a new county. Polk named the new county seat Charlotte in 

Mecklenburg County in honor of the new Queen Charlotte from Mecklenburg-Strelitz [pronounced StrǕy-lits], a 

German principality. In 1768, the General Assembly passed a law creating Mecklenburg County with Charlotte as 

its courthouse (Preyer 1987, 63). 

22 May 1767 
North Carolina colonial governor William Tryon passed through Charlotte on the way to negotiate a boundary treaty 

with Cherokee chief Judôs Friend on the Tyger River in South Carolina (NCCR 1886, VII:991ï1008) (Davidson 

1951, 22) Lieutenant Colonel Moses Alexander commanded the Mecklenburg County militia. He and some of his 

men accompanied Governor Tryon (Preyer 1987, 54). Also, Lieutenant William Lee Davidson from Rowan County 

militia participated (Davidson 1951, 22). Thomas Polk may have participated (J. H. Williams 2010ï2017). 

1769  
Mecklenburg County land to the west of Catawba River became Tryon County. It comprised present-day Lincoln, 

Gaston, Cleveland, and Rutherford counties. Then Mecklenburg County included what are present-day 

Mecklenburg, Union, and Cabarrus counties. 

1770ɀ1772 

January 1771  
In January 1771, Thomas Polk, Matthew Locke, Griffith Rutherford, and others were appointed by the North 

Carolina General Assembly to define the boundary line between Mecklenburg and Rowan Counties so that those 

living in the area were certain of where they owed taxes. Later, these men became important leaders. (North 

Carolina General Assembly 1770ï1771, 23:787ï849). Polk was elected and served in the General Assembly in 

1766ï1768, 1769, 1770, 1771, 1773 and 1774 (J. H. Williams 2010ï2017). Sessions were typically two months of 

each year. 

A college in the backcountry was the inspiration of two educated and capable individuals: Hezekiah Alexander and 

Waightstill Avery. Colonial North Carolina Governor Josiah Martin supported an application for a charter from the 

government in London. In 1771, the North Carolina General Assembly chartered Queens College in Charlotte. 

Whereas the proper education of Youth has always been considered as the most certain source of 

tranquility, happiness and improvement both of private families and of States and Empires é the 

rising generation may repair, after having acquired at a Grammar School a competent knowledge 

of the Greek, Hebrew and Latin Languages é to obtain é a regular and finished education é and 

whereas several Grammar schools have been long taught in the western parts of this Government 

é Be it enacted é founding establishing and endowing Queenôs College in Charlotte Town é (J. 

H. Williams 2010ï2017) 

The application stated that the college president must be Anglican, but the 3 or less teachers need not be. 

In 1771, Polk aligned with North Carolina Governor William Tryon against the Regulators (Preyer 1987, 54ï56). In 

1772, he was a commissioner responsible for surveying the extended boundary line between the two Carolinas 

(NCCR 1886, IX:302). Since 1772, land to the immediate south included the Catawba Indian Nation on a 15-mile 

square, and the New Acquisition District, present-day Lancaster and York counties (Salley 1929, 29) (Davis 1942) 

(Pettus 2005b). 

1773  

28 June 1773 
The British government denied the Queens College charter, fearing it would encourage Presbyterian dissention 

(NCCR 1886, IX:665). The decision was unworkable since no Anglican teachers were available. Nonetheless, as the 

only school available, it continued operation under the name Queens Museum. It was constructed south of the 

courthouse at the present-day southeast corner of Tryon and Third Street, now occupied by Two Wells Fargo Center 
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building. It was the first college south of the College of William & Mary in Virginia. Doctor Ephraim Brevard taught 

science and medicine. It had approximately 80 students. (Preyer 1987, 70ï72). 

 

       

Opposite sides of Liberty Hall Monument 

Trustees listed include Isaac Alexander, Thomas Polk, Abraham Alexander, 

Ephraim Brevard, and John McKnitt Alexander. 

Liberty Hall Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution monument, 1913. 

1774  

18 October 1774  
Based on the recommendation of the First Continental Congress, Mecklenburg County formed a Committee of 

Public Safety. Thomas Polk and Hezekiah Alexander were elected members. (Preyer 1987, 94) 

1775  

19ɀ20 May 1775 
When news arrived of British soldiers firing on Americans at Lexington and Concord, Massachusetts, prominent 

Mecklenburg citizens allegedly met at the courthouse and composed the Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence 

and read to the public the next day. However, a declaration requires publication, yet there was no known 

contemporaneous newspaper article or original source document that mentions this event (Salley 1907) (Preyer 

1987, 97ï98) (Syfert 2013). 
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Bronze Plaque at Tryon Street and Trade Street, Charlotte. 

31 May 1775 
The Mecklenburg Committee of Safety met and composed the Mecklenburg Resolves. This act was reported in 

regional newspapers (Preyer 1987, 97ï98) (Syfert 2013). 

 
Mecklenburg Resolves, righthand column, 

South Carolina Gazette and Country Journal, 13 June 1775 
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Backcountry Patriot 

Representation of Hezekiah Alexander 

Signer of both Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence and Mecklenburg Resolves 

Sculpted by David Dowdy, 2001. 

1 JuneɀJuly 1775 
Charlotte resident Captain James Jack carried the Mecklenburg Declaration and Resolves to the North Carolina 

delegates at the Continental Congress in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. His passage was recorded in Salisbury and 

Salem. 

 
Spirit of Mecklenburg 

Representation of Captain James Jack 

Sculpted by Chas Fagan, 2010. 

30 June 1775 
Royal North Carolina Governor Josiah Martin explicitly referenced the Mecklenburg Resolves in his 

correspondence with William Legge, Earl of Dartmouth: 
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The Resolves of the Committee of Mecklenburgh, which your Lordship will find in the enclosed 

Newspaper, surpass all the horrid and treasonable publications that the inflammatory spirits of this 

Continent have yet produced, and your Lordship may depend its Authors and Abettors will not 

escape my due notice, whenever my hands are sufficiently strengthened to attempt the recovery of 

the lost authority of Government. A copy of these Resolves I am informed were sent off by 

express to the Congress at Philadelphia as soon as they were passed in the Committee. (Martin 

1775 in NCCR 1886, X:48) 

Martin mentioned the Mecklenburg Resolves in two other known correspondences. Since he never mentioned the 

more extreme declaration, either it did not exist or it was a declaration that was not declared. 

14 August 1775  
Tryon County residents composed the Tryon County Resolves which included a loyalty oath that all residents were 

to sign. (Griffin 1937, 17) 

20 Augustɀ10 September 1775  
During 20 Augustï10 September 1775, Thomas Polk was a delegate to the North Carolina Provincial Congress 

(NCCR 1886, X:165). On 9 September 1775, he was promoted to colonel and commander of the Mecklenburg 

County Militia. 

Late 1775 
Reverend Alexander McWhorter and Elihu Spencer toured North Carolina loyalist settlements attempting to gain 

their support for the American cause (Dussek 2011ï2014). 

NovemberɀDecember 1775  
Mecklenburg and Rowan counties militias joined South Carolina troops in the campaign against Scovelites loyalists 

near Ninety Six, South Carolina. The leaders were Colonels Thomas Polk, Griffith Rutherford, and Richard Caswell 

(Preyer 1987, 113). The South Carolina and American General Gazette issue of February 1776 reported: ñThe 

young ladies of the best families of Mecklenburg County, North Carolina, have entered into a voluntary association 

that they will not receive the addresses of any young gentlemen of that place, except the brave volunteers who 

served in the expedition to South Carolina, and assisted in subduing the Scovalite insurgents.ò Because of a rare 

two-foot snow, it became known as the ñSnow Campaignò (Hunter 1877, 113). William Polk, son of Colonel 

Thomas Polk, was an officer in a South Carolina regiment. He was wounded in a skirmish (Polk in Hoyt 1914, 403) 

(Rankin 1971, 23). 

1776  

February 1776  
Local militias were called up again to counter a Highlander Tory uprising in and around Cross Creek, present-day 

Fayetteville, North Carolina. Colonel Thomas Polk led the Mecklenburg County militia to Cross Creek arriving 

there on 22 February. Militia Colonel Adam Alexander is credited with quelling the February 1776 Highlander 

uprising. He was probably among the Salisbury District Whigs under Lieutenant Colonel Alexander Martin that 

occupied Cross Creek. The loyalist threat dissipated after the Mooreôs Creek Bridge battle on 27 February (Hatch 

1969, 44ï45). 

9 April 1776  
The North Carolina General Assembly established six Continental Army regiments. Colonel Thomas Polk was 

appointed to command the Fourth Regiment. Major William Lee Davidson was appointed his subordinate in the 

same regiment (Rankin 1971, 63). 

June 1776 
Polkôs Fourth Regiment marched to Charlestown to defend against a threatened British invasion fleet, but was 

ordered back towards North Carolina to guard the coast from British raids (Rankin 1971, 76ï77). 
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1776, James Rankin Alexander  
In early 1776, James Rankin Alexander, son of Hezekiah Alexander, was a student at Nassau College, present-day 

Princeton University. After the British captured New York City, he enlisted in Captain Walter Alexanderôs company 

of Maryland militia, called the ñMaryland flying Camp,ò and was appointed sergeant. In November 1776, he 

participated in General Nathanael Greeneôs evacuation of Fort Lee to Trenton and across the Delaware River. He 

was discharged before the battle at Trenton on 26 December 1776. During 1776ï1780, he studied medicine, and 

then returned to his fatherôs home in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. (Alexander, James Rankin, pension 

application 1833). 

SeptemberɀOctober 1776  
Local militiamen served in Rutherfordôs campaign against the Cherokee Indians. They marched as far as the extreme 

western tip of present-day North Carolina. (Hunter 1877, 113ï115) (Hunter 1877, 177) (Preyer 1987, 118) (Hatley 

1995, 194ï197). Hezekiah Alexander was a commissary officer during the Cherokee campaign (Preyer 1987, 118). 

Late 1776 
Thomas Polkôs Continental regiment assembled in Halifax, North Carolina. 

24 Novemberɀ16 December 1776  
Fifth Provincial Congress adopted the first North Carolina Constitution. This ended the Provincial Congress and 

emergency Provincial Council along with all county committees of safety. The new constitution created a bicameral 

legislature, the office of Governor, Council of State, and judiciary. (Rankin 1959, 23). Hezekiah Alexander was a 

Mecklenburg County delegate in the Fifth Provincial Congress (Preyer 1987, 130ï135). 

The North Carolina Provincial Congress also established the Brigade of Volunteers to aid South Carolina resist an 

expected British invasion. The brigade was commanded by Brigadier General Allen Jones. It included two 

battalions. The Second Battalion was commanded by Colonel Francis Locke. Its officers included local leaders 

Captain James Jack and Captain Joseph Dickson. This brigade of volunteers was stationed in Camden, South 

Carolina, until the threat of invasion passed in April 1777. 

1777  

May 1777  
Polkôs regiment arrived at Alexandria, Virginia (Rankin 1971, 90). All soldiers were inoculated for smallpox 

(Rankin 1971, 91) with the newly developed treatment that transferred pus from a nearly recovered smallpox victim 

onto a healthy personôs skin. This procedure gave the recipient a mild case of smallpox that lasted 3ï4 weeks, and 

afterwards, lifetime immunity. Afterwards, the regiment marched to Philadelphia to join General George 

Washingtonôs army. 

9 May 1777 
The North Carolina General Assembly authorized the continuation of Queenôs Museum as Liberty Hall Academy. 

13 June 1777 
In April 1777, Gilbert du Motier Marquis de Lafayette, age 19, wrote his wife Adrienne, ñThe happiness of America 

is intimately connected with the happiness of all mankind; she is destined to become the safe and venerable asylum 

of virtue, of honesty, of tolerance, and quality and of peaceful liberty.ò (Lafayette 1777 in Lafayette 1837). He and 

Baron Johann DeKalb sailed to America on the ship Victoire. The destination was Charlestown, but its harbor was 

blockaded by British warships. Consequently, on 13 June 1777, they disembarked on North Island off the coast of 

Georgetown, near present-day Pawleyôs Island. They returning to Charlestown on 19 June, and after a month long 

trip, they arrived at Philadelphia on 27 July. 

11 September 1777  
Thomas Polkôs regiment participated at Brandywine Creek battle (Rankin 1971, 105). 

Late September 1777  
As British forces advanced on Philadelphia, a detachment of Mecklenburg Continental soldiers was assigned the 

task of transporting heavy baggage to Bethlehem, Pennsylvania.  
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Col. Polk was assigned to remove the heavy baggage from Philadelphia. This amounted to 200 

men and 700 wagons containing also all of the brass bells of Philadelphia (to keep the British from 

melting them down for cannon balls). Among these, of course was the State House Bell, later 

know as the Liberty Bell. He carried the baggage first to Trenton and then to Bethlehem Pa. The 

arrival is recorded in the Moravian church records of Sept 23, 1777. The wagon with the State 

House Bell broke down in the middle of the street and they had to unload the bell. Highland 

prisoners [those captured after Mooreôs Creek Bridge] were moved out ï further west ï and their 

quarters were turned into a hospital. The wagons were unloaded and sent back to Philadelphia. (W. 

H. Polk 1912) (J. H. Williams 2010ï2017). 

4 October 1777  
Polkôs regiment participated at Germantown battle. Thomas Polk was wounded (Rankin 1971, 115) and his son 

William Polk was badly wounded in the jaw. (Polk in Hoyt 1914, 404) (Rankin 1971, 118). Thomas Polk exchanged 

final words with mortally wounded Brigadier General Francis Nash, commander of the North Carolina Brigade 

(Rankin 1971, 115). 

Winter 1777 ɀ1778  
Colonel Thomas Polkôs Fourth Regiment wintered at Valley Forge, PA. (Rankin 1971, 138). 

1778  

29 May 1778 
All North Carolina Continental regiments were reorganized. Before the end of May, the North Carolina Fourth 

Regiment returned to North Carolina and was disbanded (Rankin 1971, 147). 

24 June 1778 
From about 8:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M., Carolina residents experienced a total solar eclipse. Its track ran along the 

Carolina Piedmont about 25 miles south of and parallel to present-day highway I85. Totality was experienced within 

50 miles on both sides of that track. 

 
Total Solar Eclipse, Zone of Totality, 24 June 1778 (NASA 2012)  

A Moravian, probably at Bethabara or Bethania settlement, recorded: 

Beginning shortly before 9 oôclock in the morning there was an almost total eclipse of the sun. At 

the peak of the eclipse the sun was under a cloud, and for some minutes it was necessary to light 

the candles, stars peeped out here and there, and no one can remember to have seen the like 

before. The reapers returned from the field about 9 oôclock, and did not go out again until 

afternoon. (RMNC 1922, III:1237) (Bumgarner 2014) 
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26 June 1778 
On 26 June, Colonel Thomas Polk wrote General Washington from Mecklenburg County resigning his commission: 

May it please your Excellency: 

From the earliest Commencement of the present War, I have been actively engaged in the services 

of my country. I embarqued in it at so early a season as rendered me not a little obnoxious to a 

vast majority of the Province in which I lived. The timid, the Friends of the established 

Government, & the moderate, as they were called, at that Period composed the bulk of the 

Inhabitantsðby them was my forward zeal universally condemned. Thro' innumerable difficulties, 

from opposition, & inconveniences to my private interest, in the militia and regular service, I 

continued my efforts for the public good, and doubted not, as I had done more of this kind for the 

defence of the State than any other member of it, that I had deserved well of my Country; but as 

soon as an opening for promotion was made by the unhappy fall of Gen'l Nash, the power of a 

party, overlooking the merit of these services, procured a recommendation in favour of a Junior 

Officer. Such a flagrant demonstration of partiality and injurious preference, without alledging a 

single article of disqualification against me, has determined me no longer to serve my ungratefull 

country in so painful and so hazardous a capacity. 

I rejoice in the prosperity of my country, and am willing, on every occasion, to aid the 

advancement of its Interests, but choose not to obtrude my services. 

For these reasons I am constrained to offer your Excellency my Commission in the Army, and 

humbly beg that you would kindly condescend to accept it. 

I am, may it please your Excellency, 

with the profoundest respect, 

Your Excellency's most humble, 

most obedient, and most devoted Servant, 

THOMAS POLK. 

Mecklenburg County, in the State of N. Carolina, 

June 26, 1778. 

His Excellency Gen'l Washington, Commander  

in Chief of the Armies of the United States. (Polk 1778 in NCSR 1895, XIII:451) (J. H. Williams 

2010ï2017) 
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22 November 1778  
Student John Graham received a certificate from Liberty Hall Academy: 

 
John Grahamôs certificate from Liberty Hall, 22 November 1778 (Boyer 2008ï2017) 

In 1846, the original certificate was held by John Graham at Vesuvius Furnace, home of Brigadier General Joseph 

Graham, in Lincoln County, North Carolina (Foote 1846, 516). Its transcription is: 

State of North Carolina, Mecklenburg county. 

This is to certify that, Mr. John Graham hath been a student in the Academy of Liberty Hall in the 

State and county above mentioned, the space of four years preceding the date hereof, that his 

whole deportment during his residence there was perfectly regular; that he prosecuted his studies 

with diligence, and made such acquisitions both in the languages and scientific learning as gave 

entire satisfaction to his teacher ð And he is hereby recommended to the friendly notice and 

regard of all lovers of Religion and Literature wherever he comes. In testimony of which this is 

given at Liberty Hall, this 22nd of November, 1778, and signed by 

Isaac V. Alexander, President. 

Ephraim Brevard, 

Abraham Alexander, Trustees. (Foote 1846, 516) (W. A. Graham 1904b, 18) 

This certificate indicated that Queens Museum/Liberty Hall was active during the 4 years 1774ï1778. 

1779  

JanuaryɀApril 1779  
Mecklenburg County militiamen were drafted to support Major General Benjamin Lincolnôs army in South Carolina 

along the north bank of the Savannah River. Hezekiah Alexander was paymaster of the Mecklenburg County militia. 

March 1779  
Threats forced Reverend Alexander McWhorter to leave Newark, New Jersey. He moved to Charlotte, North 

Carolina, where he was appointed President of Liberty Hall Academy (Dussek 2011ï2014). In 1774, he had created 
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Newark Academy. McWhorter was a personal acquaintance of General George Washington and had served as 

chaplain to Major General Henry Knoxôs brigade. (McLachan 1976, 194ï199) 

 
Reverend Alexander McWhorter 

Painted by James Sharples, 1795ï1800. 

April 1779  
Tryon County was split and renamed Lincoln and Rutherford counties after the two generals. The former county 

included present-day Lincoln, Gaston, and Cleveland counties. 

20 June 1779 
Major William Richardson Davie was wounded in Stono Ferry battle, south of Charlestown, South Carolina. 

1780  

12 May 1780  
Ameican forces defending Charlestown surrendered to British forces after a 6 week siege. Mecklenburg surgeon 

Ephraim Brevard was captured with the American forces (Preyer 1987, 165). He probably attended to the many 

soldiers who held on prison ships. 

18 May 1780  
Lieutenant General Charles Lord Cornwallis led a large army into the interior of South Carolina and soon captured 

Camden, South Carolina. 
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Lieutenant General Charles Earl Cornwallis 

Painted by Thomas Gainsborough, 1783, 

National Portrait Gallery, London. 

29 May 1780  
Lieutenant Colonel Banastre Tarleton, commander of the British Legion, chased down retreating Virginia 

Continental soldiers in the Waxhaws. These Virginians, under the command of Colonel Abraham Buford, first 

offered battle, but soon tried to surrender. Of the 350 Virginians, 113 are killed and another 150 wounded (Tarleton 

1787, 31). Local Scotch-Irish residents responded to treat and house the wounded (Howe 1870, 538). Doctor James 

Rankin Alexander, son of Hezekiah Alexander, went to Old Waxhaw Presbyterian Church to treat soldiers 

(Alexander, James Rankin, pension application 1833). A hospital was organized at Liberty Hall Academy in 

Charlotte. The entire region was horrified by the carnage. Soon the slogan ñTarletonôs quarterò meant wanton 

cruelty. 

31 May 1780  
South Carolina Governor John Rutledge arrived at Charlotte as a refugee. 

3 June 1780 
Lieutenant Colonel Francis Lord Rawdon marched from Camden to the Waxhaws and threatened Mecklenburg 

(Tarleton 1787, 86) (Graham 1827 in W. A. Graham 1904b, 213). 

8 June 1780 
Brigadier General Griffith Rutherford, commander of the North Carolina Western (Salisbury) District militia, called 

up the entire militia of about 800 men. They were harangued by Reverend Alexander McWhorter (Graham 1827 in 

W. A. Graham 1904b, 212). On 12 June, they marched to Mallard Creek. William Richardson Davie was 

commissioned a major and appointed commander of local militia cavalry. Davie was a 1776 graduate of the College 

of New Jersey, now Princeton University (Hamilton and Battle 1907, 5). He was active partisan, based near New 

Providence where his uncle, William Richardson, had been minister of the Presbyterian Church ten years earlier 

(Matthews 1967, 46). Davie raised 65 cavalrymen that he equipped using much of his inheritance (Hamilton and 

Battle 1907, 7). After Rawdon withdrew to Camden. Rutherfordôs released his men but told them to remain ready to 

be called at any moment (Graham 1827 in W. A. Graham 1904b, 212) (Hunter 1877, 101) (Robinson 1957, 42). 

Rutherford moved to Tuckasegee Ford on the Catawba River. 
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William Richardson Davie 

Patriot Officer. North Carolina Governor 1798ï1799. Special envoy to France 1799ï1800. 

Buried in Waxhaw Presbyterian Church cemetery. 

Painted by John VanderLyn in Paris, France, 1800. 

10ɀ18 June 1780  
About 1000, Lincoln County loyalists assembled at Ramsourôs Mill, just north of present-day Lincolnton, North 

Carolina (Schenck 1890, 53). 

18 June 1780 
A detachment of the British Legion under Captain Christian Huck burned William Hillôs Iron Works on Allisonôs 

Creek near Catawba River. Hundred of South Carolina refugees, including Colonel William Hill assembled at 

Tuckasegee Ford. They selected fellow South Carolinian Colonel Thomas Sumter as their leader (Hill 1815, 7) 

(Gregorie 1931, 80). In Charlotte, Rutledge commissioned Sumter to raise a regiment established as South Carolina 

state troops (Bass 1961, 54). 

19ɀ20 June 1780  
Rutherford ordered Colonel Francis Locke with 400 militiamen from Rowan County to advance towards Ramsourôs 

Mill . Rutherford also marched from Tuckasegee Ford toward Ramsourôs Mill. With Rutherford were Lieutenant 

Colonel William Lee Davidson, Major William Richardson Davie, and Colonel Thomas Sumter. Locke arrived first 

and routed the loyalists before Rutherford arrived. (Graham 1827 in W. A. Graham 1904b, 214ï227). Sumter was 

authorized to confiscate military equipment abandoned by the loyalists (Hill 1815, 8). 

25 June 1780  
Sumter marched through Charlotte to Clems Branch campground on the state line between North Carolina and 

South Carolina in southern Mecklenburg County (Hill 1815, 8). Davie with 65 cavalrymen set up camp at Waxhaw 

Creek 15 mile further south (Davie 1810 in Robinson 1976, 8). Most of Rutherfordôs North Carolina militia pursued 

Rowan County loyalist who assembled under Colonel Samuel Bryan along the Yadkin River. Mecklenburg County 

militiamen return to Tuckasegee Ford and are released to their home, at least temporarily. 
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South Carolina historical marker, erected 26 March 2007 

4 July 1780 
Sumterôs men moved from Clems Branch to Nation Ford on Catawba River (Bass 1961, 58). 

12 July 1780 
Part of Sumterôs men, attacked and defeated Huckôs men encamped at Williamsonôs Plantation near present-day 

Brattonsville, South Carolina. (Hill 1815, 9) 

17ɀ19 July 1780  
Sumter joined Davie at Waxhaw Creek (Graham 1827 in W. A. Graham 1904b, 233) (Gregorie 1931, 86). The next 

day, Sumter moved closer to Landôs Ford at Doctor Harperôs plantation (Graham 1827 in W. A. Graham 1904b, 

233ï234). The next day, upon threat of a British attack, Sumter moved back to Waxhaw Creek and with Davie 

prepared a ambush on both sides of the creek (Graham 1827 in W. A. Graham 1904b, 234). 

19ɀ21 July 1780  
About 19 July, from Salisbury, Rutherford ordered Davidson to attack Colonel Samuel Bryanôs loyalist forces 

assembled at Colsonôs Ordinary where the Rocky River joins Pee Dee River (Graham 1827 in W. A. Graham 1904b, 

230ï232). (The Yadkin becomes the Pee Dee below the mouth of Uwharrie River). On 21 July, Davidson routed 

Bryanôs loyalists, but he was severely wounded in the abdomen and returned to his home to recover. Rutherford 

joined his troops and pursued the loyalists who crossed the Pee Dee to the east side. The loyalists evaded and 

reached the safety of MacArthurôs 71st Regiment at Cheraw. 

20 July 1780  
Sumter moved 15 miles north to Clems Branch and temporarily dismissed his men (Graham 1827 in W. A. Graham 

1904b, 235). Davie made a daring ambush at Flat Rock behind British camp at Hanging Rock. He was joined by 

Captain William Polk. (Davie 1810 in Robinson 1976, 9) 

21 July 1780 

25 July 1780 
From Clems Branch, Sumter recalled his men (Graham 1827 in W. A. Graham 1904b, 235). 

28 July 1780 
Sumter had sufficient men to begin a march to Rocky Mount (Graham 1827 in W. A. Graham 1904b, 236). Some 

Mecklenburg County militiamen who lived close to Clems Branch joined Sumter (Ellet 1850a), but the main militia 

under Colonel Robert Irwin did not arrive in time to accompany Sumter (Adair 1832 in Draper 1873, VV:10:16) 
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(Graham 1827 in W. A. Graham 1904b, 237). These eyewitness recollections are more credible than Davieôs 1810 

recollection that Irwin did accompany Sumter (Davie 1810 in Robinson 1976, 11). 

31 July 1780  
Sumterôs men attacked Rocky Mount, just south of Great Falls, South Carolina (Sumter 1780 in NCSR 1895, 

XIV:540) (Davie 1810 in Robinson 1976, 11) (Hill 1815, 11) (Graham 1827 in W. A. Graham 1904b, 236) 

(Gregorie 1931, 87). Alexander Haynes, a young Mecklenburg County militiaman, while peeking behind a rock 

during the battle at Rocky Mount had an eye shot out and his cheek badly disfigured (Ellet 1850a). Nonetheless, he 

lived to be an old man (White 1871 in Stinson in Draper 1873, VV:11:292). Unable to force the fort to surrender, 

Sumter returned to Landôs Ford where he was joined by Irwinôs Mecklenburg County militia (Graham 1827 in W. 

A. Graham 1904b, 237) (Adair 1832 in Draper 1873, VV:10:16). 

6 August 1780  
Rutherford, including Rowan County militiamen, all under Major General Richard Caswell, former North Carolina 

Governor, joined Major General Horatio Gates marching towards British occupied Camden, South Carolina. 

(Caswell 1780) 

 
Major General Horatio Gates 

Painted by Charles Willson Peale, 1782. 

5ɀ6 August 1780  
Mecklenburg County militiamen under Colonel Robert Irwin and Davie joined Sumter and marched to Hanging 

Rock to engage and defeat a large British camp (Sumter 1780 in NCSR 1895, XIV:541-542) (Tarleton 1787, 94) 

(Davie 1810 in Robinson 1976, 13). Among the British were Rowan County loyalists under Colonel Samuel Bryan. 

In this battle, Colonel William Hill was injured (Hill 1815, 13) as well as Thomas Spratt Junior, son of the first 

settler in the Charlotte area. 

Mid August 1780  
Jane Brown, 1767ï1858, a 13-year-old resident of Chester County, South Carolina, visited the hospital at Liberty 

Hall in Charlotte. After her 1790 marriage to Joseph Gaston, she was referred to as Jane Gaston. About 1850, she 

recalled this visit to author Elizabeth Fries Lummis Ellet who wrote: 

The hospital being not far from the house of Mr. Haynes, Jane Brown went frequently, with 

others, to see the wounded soldiers. Many of the wounded of Beaufort [Buford] where there, and 

disabled men from the battles of Rocky Mount and Hanging Rock were lying in rude log-houses, 

upon boards covered with straw, and laid across the sleepers for their resting-place. The subject of 

this notice remembers seeing the soldiers there, maimed and suffering, some having but one arm, 

some having lost a leg, and some deprived of both arms, or both legs. She heard them laughing 

and joking with one another and her attention was particularly attracted to one who had lost both 

arms, and was threatening to knock down a fellow-sufferer. It was common thus to see 
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cheerfulness manifested in the midst of misfortune, by these martyrs to liberty. Mrs. Gaston also 

remembers well having seen there her neighbors, Henry Bishop and the gallant John McClure, 

both severely wounded. (Ellet 1850a) 

13 August 1780  
Gates and Caswell camped at Rugeleyôs Mill, 14 miles north of Camden. Unknown to them, Cornwallis arrived in 

Camden and planned a counteroffensive. 

15 August 1780  
Sumter with attached Mecklenburg County militia moved down the west bank of the Catawba and Wateree River. 

At Fort Cary, opposite Camden, they captured a large convoy of supplies. With prisoners, they reverse marched. 

(Bass 1961, 78) 

16 August 1780  
During the night of 15ï16 August, Gates marched the American Army from Rugeleyôs Mill to secure the defensible 

position at Saunderôs Creek. Simultaneously, Cornwallis marched north to surprise Gatesô army. Both met on the 

road north of Camden. Gates was defeated (Tarleton 1787, 105ï109). Baron Johann DeKalb was killed. Rutherford 

was captured. Gates with a small guard arrived in Charlotte about 11:00 P.M. He briefly stopped at Thomas Polkôs 

house and continued on to Salisbury (Graham 1827 in W. A. Graham 1904b, 243). 

17 August 1780  
At noon, 300ï400 militiamen retreating from Gatesô Defeat appeared in Charlotte. Later in the day, many more 

soldiers arrived (Graham 1827 in W. A. Graham 1904b, 243). 

18 August 1780  
Tarleton caught Sumterôs men near Fishing Creek and totally disperses them. Sumter escaped to Charlotte (Davie 

1810 in Robinson 1976, 20). But Sumter soon raised another large force (Cornwallis 1780 in NCSR 1895, XV:272) 

and relocated to Biggerôs Ferry, now under Lake Wylie. 

19 August 1780  
Major General William Smallwood arrived in Charlotte. He organized the soldiers who had retreated from Gatesô 

Defeat. Most continued on to Salisbury towards Hillsborough. Major Anderson of the Maryland Third Regiment 

remained in Charlotte about 12 days. He collected about 60 more men before marching north. (Graham 1827 in W. 

A. Graham 1904b, 244) 

20 August 1780  
During the commencement ceremony of Liberty Hall Academy, President Reverend Alexander McWhorter, 

exhorted the older students to suspend their studies and join the militia (Preyer 1987, 153). 

Late August 1780  
About 400 Mecklenburg and Rowan militiamen assemble at McAlpine Creek, probably near the present-day Old 

Providence Road crossing (Graham 1827 in W. A. Graham 1904b, 246). Graham later wrote: 

Colonel Irwin selected a position seven or eight miles southeast of Charlotte, between the two 

roads that lead to Camden from that place, and encamped behind McAlpinôs Creek. (Graham 1827 

in W. A. Graham 1904b, 246). 

That location was probably near the present-day Old Providence Road bridge over McAlpine Creek. 
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Probable American Campsite on McAlpine Creek 

31 August 1780  
The spirited response of the Mecklenburg County and Rowan County militiamen encouraged Governor Abner Nash 

to write Major General Jethro Sumner at Ramseyôs Mill on Deep River on 4 September: 

The Western Counties are now high spirited, and things there wear a good countenance; 

500 Virginia regulars will be here [Hillsborough] in a day or two, and nothing is wanting but the 

countenance of your brigade to give life and spirit to our affairs; so let me beg of you, sir, to march 

on, surmounting and despising all difficulties. Appoint a commissary yourself. (Nash 1780 in 

NCSR 1895, XIV:771) 

At Ramseyôs Mill, surgeon Robert Williams joined Sumner. 

We continued on until we joined the remains of the defeated army at Ramsey Mills on Deep River 

in this State then under the command of General Jethro Sumner who was a Brigadier in the 

Continental line. James Cole Montflorence was his aid. He gave me an appointment of Surgeon 

General which I went and returned because I was young and there was several surgeons on the 

Continental establishment who had been several years in service. He then gave me an appointment 

as surgeon to the army as he said the Doctors he believed that were there were inattentive to their 

duty and some of them drank hard. (Williams 1832 in Draper 1873, VV:10:192) (Williams, 

Robert, pension application 1832) 

6 September 1780  
North Carolina General Assembly ñestablished a Board of War for the more effectually and expeditiously calling 

forth the powers and resources of the State against a common enemy.ò (W. A. Graham 1904b, 380). Thomas Polk 

was appointed, but he declined. The Board of War quickly usurped the governorôs war powers and micromanaged 

the war (J. H. Williams 2010ï2017). Governor Abner Nash complained. Polk served as Continental Army 

Commissary Officer. 

7ɀ12 September  1780  
Cornwallis advanced from Camden to Waxhaw Creek. His large army camped on Major Robert Crawfordôs 

plantation for 12 days (Money 1780, 7 Sep) (Stedman 1794, 2:215). Davie withdrew to New Providence probably at 

Six Mile Creek on Providence Road, to the front of Davidson and Sumner at McAlpine Creek (Davie 1810 in 

Robinson 1976, 21). 

Graham later wrote, ñDavie retired before them [the British] until near General Davidsonôs quarters at McAlpinôs 

Creek.ò (Graham 1827 in W. A. Graham 1904b, 249). The inference is that Davieôs camp was distinct from 

Davidsonôs camp and that Davie was closer to the enemy. Graham, who was with the Mecklenburg County militia at 

McAlpine Creek, remembered the camps relative positions. Davie recorded that he was at ñProvidence.ò Because of 

his many horses, Davie was probably at either Four Mile Creek or Six Mile Creek. 


